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The Soil Culture programme uses the arts to inspire a deeper public  
understanding of the importance of soil-a resource on which the whole of  
civilization depends but many take for granted.

Healthy soils are not only essential for the production of food but are a vital  
part of our global ecosystem,  acting as a carbon sink to reduce the impact of climate change.  
Today, soils around the world are increasingly being threatened by contamination, 
compaction, erosion, flooding and salinisation, and an appreciation of our soils is badly 
needed.

The arts can engage people in ways that science rarely does and we are delighted to have 
already attracted over 270 artists from 21 countries, including Thailand, Ukraine and Russia, 
for the first round of artist residencies taking place in the Devon, Somerset and Cornwall 
later this year.  A second round is currently underway.

The first three residencies have been awarded to Marissa Benedict (USA) working at the 
Environment and Sustainability Institute/ University of Exeter in Penryn, Jonny Briggs (UK) 
working at White Moose gallery in Barnstaple and Karen Guthrie (UK) at Hauser & Wirth 
Somerset, described by the Guardian as the ‘next big thing in the art world’.

Hauser & Wirth Somerset, opening 15 July 2014. One of the hosts for a Soil Culture residency and exhibition. 
Photo: Aaron Schuman. Image courtesy of Hauser & Wirth.  



CCANW and Falmouth University will deliver Soil Culture in phases. The first involved 
research led by the University, funded by a grant from the Arts and Humanities Research 
Council, and this culminated in a Forum at Falmouth which brought together over 90 artists, 
writers and environmentalists earlier in July . 

A second phase involves a dozen artist residencies hosted by different arts and environment 
organisations in London and across the South West, from summer 2014 to the spring of 2015. 
Some will be with well established institutions such as the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, the 
Eden Project, Schumacher College and the Universities of Exeter and Plymouth, but the 
larger number will engage with relatively new organisations such as Hauser & Wirth 
Somerset , White Moose, Environment and Sustainability Institute, Hannahs at Seale-Hayne, 
Newton Abbot and Kestle Barton, Helston. 

From May 2015- September 2016, an exhibition of the results of the residencies will then tour  
to eight galleries in the region, including the Thelma Hulbert Gallery in Honiton and spaces 
run by most residency hosts. This phase is substantially supported by Arts Council England.

The final phase involves a major exhibition of work by established International artists 
whose work has engaged with soils, sometimes over several decades. This will be launched in 
September 2015 at Falmouth Art Gallery before going on to Peninsula Arts at the University 
of Plymouth in the following year.

Claire Pentecost, soil-erg, shown at Documenta(13), Kassel, Germany, summer 2012. Claire Pentecost is an artist based in Chicago whose work will 
be shown in the final exhibition. She proposes a new system of value based on living soil, a form of currency that anyone can make by composting.
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